KARLA DICKENS

YOU WINESOME YOU LOSE SOME



ARTIST’S STATEMENT—FOR THE EXHIBITION ‘YOU WINESOME YOU LOSE SOME’
| am a Wiradjuri woman, artist, mother, upheld with the power of an my eagle totem, and bower bird by nature.

Presented with a the project titled 'Home' | was became flooded with visual images. | have always wrestled with the
idea of a home on many levels. What is a ‘home’? A roof, a river, a sky, country, belonging, memories, an abandoned
nest. Hope.

Earlier this year my home, became a roof and four walls that were closing in, | started to collect bird cages, |
embedded them in the frame of an old caravan. The cage doors were left open as freedom became attractive. In a
struggle with social conformity | realised no matter what a bird’s flight entailed, a nest was needed. A safe resting
place.

The Winesome Cafe is a safe resting place, a watering hole, a feeding bowl, a large communal nest.

Void of white picket fences and conformity, this reclaimed pub shelters a tight-knit community, woven together by
support, basic essentials and a sense of belonging. The images | have chosen to work on with the community are
birds (sparkling bunting) flagging the building and nests built from found materials representing the human nesting
instinct. Embracing the connection of structural objects are a number of projections: one of washing on a line, one
flowing with various bird images, another holding images of abandoned houses with long-held memories along with
one sporting faces at times set behinds masks of a number of people | have had the privilege to spend time with on
this journey.

As bed springs swing, enjoy the warmth of our fire.



FIVE GUARDIANS (DETAIL)
Mixed media
Polyptych (five pieces)—dimensions variable
$11,000
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BRAVEHEART 2014
Inkjet print, edition 9
60 x 90 cm
$2,200



DREAM WOMAN 2014
Inkjet print, edition 9
90 x 60 cm
$2,200



FAIRY MAN 2014
Inkjet print, edition 9
60 x 90 cm
$2,200



FATHER MAN 2014
Inkjet print, edition 9
60 x 90 cm
$2,200



RAINBOW Boy 2014
Inkjet print, edition 9
60 x 90 cm
$2,200



VisioN MAN 2014
Inkjet print, edition 9
90 x 60 cm
$2,200



YOU WINESOME YOU LOSE SOME AS INSTALLED AT TARRAWARRA BIENNIAL 2014: WHISPER IN
MY MAsk, TARRAWARRA MUSEUM OF ART, HEALESVILLE, VICTORIA
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KARLA DICKENS

1967, Sydney

Wiradjuri
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Hereby Make Protest, Carriageworks, Sydney

The Art of Sound, Grafton Regional Gallery, New South Wales
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Parliament of New South Wales Aboriginal Art Prize, Parliament House, Sydney
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3in 10, Boomalli Aboriginal Artists Co-operative, Sydney

Chrysalis: The Emergence of Northern Rivers Artists, Lismore Regional Gallery, New South
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Group of Eleven Artists—NAIDOC Week, Waverley Library, Sydney

Nice Coloured Dolls, 24HR Art Northern Territory Centre for Contemporary Art, Darwin
Hung, Drawn and Quartered, Tin Sheds Gallery, University of Sydney, New South Wales
Aboriginal Ways of Knowing, Macy Gallery, Columbia University, New York, NY, USA
Perspecta: Love Magic, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney

Arone Meeks & Co., Cooee Aboriginal Gallery, Sydney

National Indigenous Heritage Art Award, Old Parliament House, Canberra
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