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BUNGAREE PAINTINGS



BUNGAREE

| am obsessed and warmed by the man Bungaree and his playful interaction with his new Colonial rulers.
Bungaree was a man of intelligence and wit. He was flamboyant and content to play the fool because it
paid off handsomely at times. He was a solid hinge swinging between black and white camps, a role
possessed by few in his day.

Reflecting on Broken Bay in the early 1800s, | was struck by the darkness of the times. My ‘Bungaree’
works are dark in nature because they contain black netting and somber colouring. The netting and dark
tones read as an ever-present shadow lingering over Australia’s history (both visually and
metaphorically), setting the atmosphere for a true, black Georgian time under blue skies.

The King and The Pirates uses Bungaree’s skull to make a traditional pirates’ flag. The names of ships
upon which ‘King’ Bungaree journeyed are inscribed onto the crossbones, telling the tale of him joining
forces with the pirates who wore the red coats. Over his head is a ‘bump’, the currency of the time for
which he was known to ask (or beg); it is reminiscent of a halo.

Initiated features Bungaree’s portrait painted onto a black doily sitting atop his ‘King’ chest plate. It reads,
“Boongaree Chief of the Broken Bay Tribe”. He is surrounded by ribbons emblazoned with the words “No
Man’s Master, No Man’s King”. As a parody of his title “Bungaree, King of the Sydney Blacks”, |
accentuated the absurdity and dark humour of this ‘King'. | seek awareness of the collision of souls,
swimming (and sometimes sinking) deep into a complete unknowingness of ‘difference’ and ‘otherness’.

Commonwealth Banquet was the third of the works | produced for this exhibition. Bungaree, Flinders,
Trim the cat and a black swan (plentiful in the waters of Sydney at the time) sit together, decorated with
bows and flowers. As they sit | envision a Saturday matinee ready to begin, with Trim (Flinders’ cat and
a celebrity of the time) having as much presence as the Captain and the ‘King’. The swan will be the
day’s banquet—being fed to Trim by Bungaree, as waters are sailed and buttons and buckles polished.

| have been enriched by my reflections of Bungaree—the man, the mimic, the beggar, the drunk, the
brave and witty middle-man—with too many wives and buckets of flair; a truly worthy ‘King’.



THE KING AND THE PIRATES 2012
Oil and mixed media on canvas
133 x 163 cm
$11,000



COMMONWEALTH BANQUET 2012
Oil and mixed media on canvas
76 x 102 cm
$6,600



INITIATED 2012
Oil and mixed media on canvas
76 x 102 cm
$6,600



Born
Heritage

2000
1993

2015

2012
2011
2010

2009
2008

2005
2004

2003
2002
2001
2000
1998

2014

2011

2015

KARLA DICKENS

3 December 1967, Sydney
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